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Goals 

The research fits in the project of analysis of the contemporary interventions in historical-patrimonial 

context and has as main objective to study the adaptation of the current security norms of comfort of 

the domestic architecture, considering the challenges of the future resulting from the technological 

developments and the the need to promote a sustainable built environment. It is intended to study the 

theme of intervention in the consolidated city, focusing on the issue of domestic architecture in its 

relationship with the city, namely with the historic center of Lisbon, having been elected the area of S. 

Jorge Castle Hill (the “Hill”). It also aims to defend an architectural practice based on the continuity of 

the urban tissue knowing that it is fundamental not to create a rupture in the development of overlaps, 

in this case on the Hill. 

The dissertation focuses on how a new house fits into a special, almost mystical environment. It 

identifies and reflects on the main features of this work such as the comfort conditions of a single-family 

dwelling, the architectural features or even the question of the views in the city of the seven hills. 

As a final result, it is expected to understand how a new single family house develops in an environment 

such as the Hill, where there are numerous overlaps. And perhaps validate architecture as an activity 

in which continuity in the values of heritage, city and history is essential. 

 

Extended Abstract 

The present work aims to study a house in the city while it is in the St. George's Castle Hill, having as 

its starting point the study of the Castle Hill, (namely from the 1940s, when the DGEMN decided the 

restitution of the St. George's Castle) and culminates in the study of a contemporary work, a House on 

the Castle Hill by Ricardo Bak Gordon. 

The S. Jorge Castle Hill presents itself as the embryonic point of the city of Lisbon and, being a place 

of exceptional character, has always been coveted for its strategic location, as it is on the Tagus 

inflection, leaning over it and where there is privileged panoramic visibility. 
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Who founded and when the city of Lisbon is, for now, impossible to ascertain through written documents 

or buildings. However, it is hypothesized that it was the Phoenicians that originated it, giving it the name 

of Alis Ubbo. Or it may have been the Greek civilization at the origin of its foundation, nicknamed it 

Elassippos. When the Romans invaded the peninsula in 205 BC and occupied the already important 

Lusitanian province, "the Phoenician or Greek name was corrupted for Olisipo"1. 

In 714 AC the city fell under the rule of Muslims, who had just invaded the Iberian peninsula, bringing 

with it a highly evolved civilization. The city, now in the hands of the Islamic community, is now called 

Olisibona (or Lissabona). During this period was built the “Cerca Moura” (or “Cerca Velha”) that served 

as a siege so that the Muslims could resist, for four months, the attack of D. Afonso Henriques, until in 

1147 he conquered the city of Lisbon. It is later, in 1373, that D. Fernando I recognizes the need to build 

new walls to protect the city, as opposed to “Cerca Moura” (or “Cerca Velha”) – “Cerca Nova” (or “Cerca 

Fernandina”). 

It is in 1910 that the Castle area is classified as a national monument that encompasses the “Castelejo” 

and its walls and some buildings in its square that would be occupied by the former barracks. 

In 1928 the DGEMN (General Directorate of National Buildings and Monuments) was created and in the 

1930s and 1940s we saw a series of interventions, particularly in medieval buildings, in which the idea 

of restoring the original remains. . In addition to the occasional interventions in several buildings, in the 

1940s, an investment in major infrastructure works stands out, specifically in the consolidation and 

restoration of the Alfama area and especially of “São Jorge” Castle. 

The restoration and rehabilitation of “São Jorge” Castle by DGEMN (held as part of the centenary 

commemorations of the founding of nationality and the restoration of independence of 1940), a work 

chosen as the highest example of nationality by the “Estado Novo”2, was crucial for the rehabilitation of 

the weakened image of the monument. Many even say it was no longer a Castle. The cleansing and 

evaluation of various elements accumulated over time was essential to establish a solid picture of what 

should be the former “castellum”. Crowning the hill, and being nicknamed in his honor, the restoration 

of this monument was responsible for the restructuring of the image of the entire surroundings, more 

specifically in the rings that surround it, such as the “rua Costa do Castelo” that has the particularity of 

be part of the neighborhood of Mouraria and end where Alfama begins. He was responsible for cleaning 

the Hill, in the sense that the works carried out in the 40's (with the objective of highlighting the old 

monument in the urban landscape) tried to restructure, reorganize and rehabilitate some degraded 

buildings or unused turrets, thus emphasizing the walls of the monument, mainly in the North and West 

elevations. With this, the intervention was a large-scale modification agent in the surrounding urban 

tissue. 

 

                                                   
1 VIEIRA DA SILVA A. (1898) O Castello de S. Jorge - Estudo Histórico - Descriptivo, Lisboa, Typographia do 
Commercio 
2 Political regime that entered into force in Portugal on April 11, 1933, the date of the entry into force of the 1933 
Constitution and ended with the Revolution of April 25, 1974. The main figure of this regime, founder and leader: 
António de Oliveira Salazar (1889-1970) 
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As a source in “Proposta de Classificação da zona da Encosta do Castelo como património mundial da 

UNESCO” (1985), a careful analysis is made based on the drawings of the same document identifying 

various characteristics of the Castle Hill. The research fits into the project of analysis of contemporary 

interventions in historical-heritage context and focuses on the analysis of the adaptation of current safety 

standards and comfort standards of domestic architecture, considering the challenges of the future, 

resulting from technological and technological developments. the need to promote a sustainable built 

environment. More specifically, to frame the case studies in the panorama of the embryonic point of the 

city of Lisbon, resulting from a set of overlaps of the various colonizing peoples that have settled here 

for over 2000 years. 

A thorough study of the whole constitution of the House from the creative and constructive process, to 

the constraints of the project, from its own morphology to the smallest detail that will confirm that, as a 

whole, this work is a contemporary intervention of exceptional character that has the ability to revitalize 

the consolidated city, in a place that shares the same denomination. Along with this study, the author is 

interviewed so that the origin and conception of the project can be better understood. 

Ricardo Bak Gordon is asked for a house for a family of four, the couple and their two teenage children, 

a request not infrequently, but given the current situation proves to be a huge challenge. A single-family 

house on a land with a slope greater than 16 meters to the maximum building height, adding 10 meters 

from that point to the last pre-existing level, near the wall, resulting in a total of 26 meters . The terrain 

is then characterized by being 9 meters by 38 and a slope to overcome of 26 meters. 

The House presents itself in the lot with the characteristics mentioned above, and stands as a volume 

that completely fills this space that would once be an urban void already given for granted on Costa do 

Castelo Street. This street is characterized by being a road that surrounds São Jorge Castle at a 

significantly lower level than its walls. This means that the buildings in this strip often have green spaces 

on the back, to bridge the gap between the contemporary built and the walls of the old “Castelejo”. If 

these conditions make any architectural project difficult, a project that has single-family housing as a 

program may, on the one hand, become even more challenging, but on the other, the agent responsible 

for the exceptional nature of the work. 

Given the existing topography and the neighboring building, we can anticipate that the project will have 

to develop mainly vertically, which in a dwelling is not what has more precedents. However the challenge 

is proposed and the outline of the project concept is drawn.  

This plan involves the construction of a completely new house with four floors above ground, the last of 

which, the deepest, is set back from the front street. The uniqueness of the building lies in its double 

nature: if on the first four floors, the House is aligned with the facades of the other surrounding buildings, 

at the top floor level it is transformed into an “urban village”, which is even more interesting due to the 

emptiness that create, and dialogue with the wall. 

One thing that is noteworthy is the fact that, lately, constraints become opportunities, as is the case “(...) 

it was the need to respect a 45 degree angle to the neighbor's building.” , continues “This adjustment 

opened the possibility that one of the most interesting places in the house, in my opinion, which is the 
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kneecap that corresponds to the dining room, eventually had a different shape and morphology and 

introduced a little more dynamics into this floor. (...)”3. Here, the architect uses a number of factors that 

could in the first instance be seen as barriers, but in this case make the House gain extraordinary 

moments. An example of this is also the fact that we use the concept of “climbing” because we have to 

get the visual perspective on the city. From this idea the project starts with a space of 4.20 meters (the 

garage) and later with 3.10 meters floors, giving rise to the creation of unique atmospheres that are all 

different from each other, but which together make up a whole exceptional architectural style, connected 

by an ascension path. 
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3 In an interview with the author present in this work 


